Guidelines of conduct for youth and adult members of the CPBGC

Revised January 20, 2003

Background information:

The College Park Boys and Girls Club, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization that is completely run and maintained by unpaid volunteers, usually parents of youth participants. It aims to 

teach all youth members to understand and practice the principles of sportsmanship, fair play and good citizenship. Because it is a 

growing organization dealing with boys and girls aged 5 until their teenage years, it is imperative that we all work together to fulfill the aims of the organization which will eventually lead to the development of our youth participants as well as our community.

These guidelines will complement the Club's adult volunteers Code of Ethics.  

Expectations from parents or guardians include:

1. Unless other arrangements are made, parents or guardians should bring their kids to practices and games on time, and promptly pick them up from practices or games. Note that coaches are volunteers who are usually also parents and it would be too burdensome for them to provide post-activity care for your children.

2. Promote sportsmanship on the field, during practices or games, by cheering for your children. Leave the coaching to the coaches, or the calls to the referees. 

3. Refrain from verbally chastising your kids while at play, it will only confuse them.

4. Help keep the playgrounds clean.

5. Get involved by volunteering. The Club offers many opportunities for 

involvement and is always looking for help. (Note that the Club requires a minimum number of volunteer hours from all member families.)

Expectations from youth participants include:

1. Strive to behave your best at all times. Sports is not all about winning. It includes relating well with others, cheering for your team mates, and showing good sportsmanship when your team loses. 

2. Do not engage in behaviors that will hurt others.

3. Respect your coach and other members of your team.

4. Take care of your sports gears, and do not take anything that does not belong to you.

5. Help keep the fields and other places of activities clean and free of litter.

Handling complaints:

The Club has a growing number of membership coming from a highly diversified community.  Volunteers will always strive to treat all members, youth and adult, fairly and responsibly. In cases when complaints cannot be handled satisfactorily on the field,  the following procedure will be followed:

1. Encourage parties involved in explaining the nature of complaints by 

writing to the Board of Directors. 

2. The Board of Directors will invite the parties involved, including the team coach, to a hearing which will be attended by a majority of the Board of Directors. This will be followed by a closed session of the Board of Directors to decide on appropriate course of actions. If not all involved parties are present, the Board will make sure to communicate with those other parties to be fully informed of the incidents presented in the complaint.  The Board will later inform, by written communication, all the parties involved regarding decisions made.

3. If necessary, the Club may impose disciplinary actions on the part of the youth participant. The following steps will be taken:

   A. First offense - the player is given a verbal warning by the 

   Coach and coupled with a "sit- out" in one game. 

B. Second offense - the player is suspended from playing for a

specific length of time as determined by the Coach, the Commissioner and/or Athletic Director, and approved by the Board of Directors.

C. Third offense - the youth player will be excluded from

participation in any sports activities for the remainder of the season or a longer period of time to be determined by the Commissioner and/or Athletic Director, and approved by the Board of Directors.

In all three situations, the player's parents or guardians will be 

notified in writing about the disciplinary actions and reasons for such.

********************************************************************

We have read and understand the guidelines of conduct for parents/guardians 

and youth players.

Sign and date:

________________________________                      

Parent or guardian                

